






Institute of Scientific and
Technical Communicators

From Marian Newell FISTC, journal editor 

About the ISTC
The ISTC is the UK's professional association for
technical communicators. It is the oldest associa-
tion in our field, with a history dating back to
1948, and probably the largest operating on a
mainly voluntary basis, run by its members for its
members.

Like many similar associations, the ISTC pro-
vides:

Website
Online groups
Monthly newsletter
Quarterly journal
Annual conference
Annual awards

Unusually, the ISTC also enables members of cor-
porate grades to declare their professional affilia-
tion through its MISTC and FISTC designations.

New ventures
New ventures underway include:

ISTC Training: a distance learning course 
was launched in 2007, for which demand sur-
passed all expectations, and examinations are
planned to start in 2008.
ISTC Books: the first title is planned to be 
published in 2008, intended to be the first in 
a series of short books on topics relevant to 
technical communicators.

New President, Simon Butler, has a particular
interest in strengthening links to other organisa-
tions, something that is made easier by the
ISTC's membership of INTECOM, TCeurope and
the Professional Associations Research Network
(PARN).

Rather than repeat our brochure, I decided to ask
some of the members what they thought.

The best thing about the ISTC is…
…its promotion of the technical communication
profession in the UK.
Mike Unwalla

…being part of an extended community of profes-

sionals: the online groups, journal and newsletter
all help you to keep in touch with what others are
thinking and doing, giving important information
about the latest ideas, tools and methods and a
chance to share your own ideas and experience.
John Evans

…(apart from the marvellous Communicator, a
superb publication) the online groups because, no
matter what the topic, somebody always offers
assistance or guidance; without that, the job
would be significantly tougher for lots of us.
John Nicholas

…that it is compact enough to facilitate the net-
work of members who support one another in day-
to-day questions such as 'Does anyone know who,
what, why, how and when…' - an invaluable facili-
ty that is alone worth many times the subscription.
Adrian Young

…being able to keep in touch with other freelancers
through the online groups; working mostly at
home, it gives me practical and moral support.
Lois Wakeman

…the willingness of members to make use of their
own knowledge, experience and time to help each
other; the most visible examples of this are the
online groups.
Rick Webster

…the knowledge base provided by the members.
Charles White

…it provides me with a professional family to aug-
ment my biological and social ones.
Kevin Chilton

More information
For more information about the ISTC, visit the
website at www.istc.org.uk.

___________________

Footnote about umbrella organisations

STC, as an international organisation with US
headquarters, is a member of INTECOM but not
TCeurope. Through the INTECOM affiliation, STC
members can usually attend events hosted by
INTECOM member organisations at reduced rates.
For a list of STC related organisations, see:
http://www.stc.org/about/relatedOrgs01.asp.

Many associations also have newsletters which you
can subscribe to without being a member. Check
the individual websites for more information.

Applications and renewals of member-
ship are now available online from the
STC main site.

For those who would like their employ-
ers to sponsor their membership, see
the STC France September newsletter
for lots of ideas for gaining employer
support:
http://www.stcfrance.org/newsle
tters

Our new bilingual brochure is also
available on the website:
http://www.stcfrance.org/about

For online applications, see:
http://www.stc.org/membership/
join01.asp

For any queries, contact:
membership@stcfrance.org

Membership
Renew now! Benefits for existing members expire at the
end of February unless you have renewed your member-
ship for 2008.

STC France: Meilleurs vvoeux

Ellen Lebelle, STC France Treasurer and Secretary, has written a review of this
event.

To welcome in the New Year in style, we chose a classy Parisian café on the banks
of the Seine for our "Meilleurs Voeux" social meeting on January 17. Located next
to the former "La Samaritaine" department store, the cosy upstairs room at Le
Café du Pont Neuf provided great views of the river and the Pont Neuf bridge.

For the full report, see our website: http://www.stcfrance.org/node/4503

Communicating EEuroppe: Lending aa hhand

STC France urgently needs some help during the conference Communicating
Europe on Friday 14 March 2008. 

If you can take photos, hand out badges and feedback forms, or stop the
speakers at the end of their alloted time, please let us know! Contact
conference@stcfrance.org.

Volunteers receive not only satisfaction and our immense thanks, they also get
special concessions for the conference!

Help us communicate Europe!

http://www.istc.org.uk
http://www.stc.org/about/relatedOrgs01.asp
http://www.stcfrance.org/about
mailto:membership@stcfrance.org
http://www.stcfrance.org/node/4503
mailto:conference@stcfrance.org
http://www.stcfrance.org/newsletters
http://www.stc.org/membership/join01.asp


4-5 February 2008
Barcelona, Spain

IABC/La Salle Eurocomm Conference 2008: Innovation through Communication
http://www.salle.url.edu/EuroComm/

12-13 March 2008
Paris, France

14 eme Salon Documation
http://www.documation.fr/

13-14 March 2008
Paris, France

Pre-conference workshops
Conference excursion
STC France Annual Conference: Communicating Europe

12-15 March 2008
Amsterdam, Netherlands

3rd ACM/IEEE International Conference on Human-Robot Interaction
http://hri2008.org/

17-19 March, 2008
Innsbruck, Austria

3rd IASTED International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction
http://www.iasted.org/conferences/cfp-611.html

1-2 April, 2008
Aberdeen, UK

International Communication Association: Persuasive Technology Symposium
http://www.csd.abdn.ac.uk/~jmasthof/Persuasive/

1-3 April, 2008
Nottingham, UK

The Ergonomics Society Annual Conference
http://www.ergonomics.org.uk/page.php?s=6&p=145

April 2008 STC France: Chapter Elections

16-18 April 2008
Ljubljana, Slovenia

STC TAC Annual Conference
http://stc-on.org/transalpine/conferences/

18 April 2008
Bologna, Italy

TCeurope: 8th Colloquium for user-friendly product information
Details to follow soon

6-9 May, 2008
Dublin, Ireland

XTECH Conference 2008: The Web on the Move
http://2008.xtech.org/public/news

14-16 May, 2008
Istanbul, Turkey

6th International Symposium: Communication in the Millenium
Call for papers closes 15 February 2008.
http://cim.istanbul.edu.tr/

22 May 2008 STC France: Chapter General Meeting

9-13 June, 2008
Moscow, Russia

The Russian Communication Association 4th Biennial Conference: Communication
Studies Today at the Crossroads of the Disciplines
http://www.russcomm.ru/eng/rca_projects/rca-conf2008/

24-27 June, 2008
Nimes, France

6th International Conference on Cultural Attitudes towards Technology and
Communication (CATaC08): ICTs Bridging Cultures? Theories, Obstacles, Best
Practices 
http://www.catacconference.org/

22-24 September 2008
Lisbon, Portugal

Association for Computing Machinery's Special Interest Group (SIG) on the Design
of Communication (DOC): SIGDOC 2008
Call for papers now open. Closing date: 2 May 2008
http://www.sigdoc2008.net/cfp.htm

If you would like your event
to be included in France
Connexion’s calendar of
events, please contact:
newsletter@stcfrance.org
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